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AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR FIGL TO COME TO WASHING. 
TON ON OFFICIAL VISIT. Dr. Leopold Figl, Federal Chan- 
cellor of Austria, will arrive in the United States for an 
official visit on May 11, 1952, following a formal invitation 
by the United States Government. Prior to his arrival in this 
country, Dr. Figl will pay an official visit to England. At 
the end of his stay here the Austrian Chancellor is scheduled 
to visit France at the invitation of the French Government. 
In connection with his forth-coming trip to this country, Dr, 
Figl released the following statement: ‘‘During my visit I 
shall have the opportunity to thank the American people and 
their leaders in the name of the Austrian Government for the 
munificent help which Austria was privileged to receive from 
the United States in the difficult years following the war. 
By virtue of the personal contacts which my visit to America 
will make possible, I shall best be able to convince the 
American people of the warmth and sincerity of our gratitude. 
I shall not fail to point out how decisive an influence was 
exerted on the moral attitude and principles of the Austrian 
people precisely by America’s spirit of friendship for Aus- 
tria.’’ 

The Austrian Federal Chancellor’s official visit to 
Washington will be the first time in history that an Austrian 
premier has visited the United States and its capital, pur- 
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suant to an official invitation. The invitationsextended to 
the Federal Chancellor further indicate that the Govem- 
ments of the three Big Powers properly assess the import- 
ance of Austria’s position in the community of free nations, 
and that they fully appreciate the efforts of the Austrian 
Federal Chancellor to strengthen this position. 


MAYOR JONAS OF VIENNA TO VISIT UNITED STATES. 

Franz Jonas, Socialist, who succeeded Dr. Theodor Koerner 
as Mayor of Vienna when the latter was elected Federal Pre- 
sident of Austria, will arrive in the United States on May 3 
to attend the 20th Annual U.S. Mayors’ Conference at the in- 
vitation of the Conference. During his stay in this country 
Mayor Jonas will visit Washington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Milwaukee and New York, where the Conference will be held 


from May 15 to 18. In Chicago, Mr. Jonas will be shown pub- 
lic health and welfare installations, transportation facilities 
and municipal housing projects. He will also study at first 
handthe effortsnow being madein the field of slum clearance. 
In Madison, ‘Wis., Mayor Jonas will be received by Govemor 
Kohler who spent some time in Vienna last year. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER AND CHANCELLOR FIGL COM. 

MENT ON AUSTRIAN HOUSING SITUATION. At the third 

conference of the Austrian Society for Housing and Housing 

Developments recently held in Vienna, President Koemer of 
Austria listed the three major problems connected with the 

housing situation in Austria as follows: relieving the short- 

age of apartments, furthering better and more functional hous- 
ing standards and financing new housing construction. 

Chancellor Figl then emphasized that a solution of the hous- 
ing and community development problems was a fundamental 
prerequisite for domestic happiness, public health and social 

peace. ‘‘By the same token that man is entitled to food and 

clothing,’’ Dr. Figl said, ‘‘he is also entitled to a healthy 

home. The Federal Government is striving to solve the hous- 
ing shortage and to obtain the necessary funds to achieve 

this end. But the exigencies are so manifold and tremendous 
that the Federal Government, the states and the municipali- 

ties cannot accomplish everything they would like to.”” A 

representative of the Ministry of Social Welfare then revealed 
that since 1945 loans totalling 1,220,000,000 schillings had 

been granted for housing reconstruction, with the result that 
15,331 apartments have been rebuilt and another 21,253 se- 

cured for future occupancy. The City of Vienna, he said, 

had constructed 14,871 apartments at a cost of 862,000,000 

schillings, and the Federal Government had financed the 

construction of 4,263 apartments for its civil servants. The 

Federal Housing and Community Development Fund had paid 
for 14,074 apartments and the State Housing Fund had finan- 
ced the construction of an additional 5,700 apartments. Since 
the end of the war, public funds have accounted for the build- 
ing or repair of a total of 75,000apartments. This latter figure 
does not include the housing facilities made availableto farm 
labor through the Rural Settl ement Fund. Federal, state and ERP 
funds have made possible the construction of 3,013 private 
homes and 7,358 residences for public officials, thus adding 
another 10,371 housing units to the country’s overall housing 
facilities. The Federal, ‘state and municipal budgets, as 
well as the above-mentioned funds, have earmarked some 1.3 
billion schillings for future housing construction, as a result 
of which an estimated 17,800 additional apartments are ex- 
pected to be built. 
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AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT APPEALS TO BIG FOUR AND THE WORLD 


Resolution Adopted by Parliament. 


At its legislative session on April 2, 1952, the Austrian Par- 
liament adopted the following resolution with the unanimous 
support of the Austrian People’s Party, the Socialist Party 
and the League of Independents: ‘‘The Nationalrat (Lower 
Chamber of Parliament - Ed.) voices the deep-felt indigna- 
tion of the Austrian people and protests anew against the 
continuation, in violation of international law, of the occupa- 
tion of Austria by alien armies, against the maintenance of 
military jurisdiction in all zones of occupation; against the 
spoliation of economic resources and against the persistent 
interference of the occupation powers in the internal affairs 
of Austria. The Nationalrat vehemently protests against the 
unlawful activities of Allied business enterprises (the Soviet 
-controlled USIA - Ed.) within the Republic of Austria, which 
operate with a disregard for (Austrian) economic laws and 
which fail to pay Austrian taxes.”’ 


Chancellor Figl: ‘‘Give Austria Her Freedom’’ 


At the beginning of the session, Chancellor Leopold 
Figl made the following statement: ‘‘As early as 1945, at the 
time of my first Administration, I told the Nationalrat in the 
Government’s formal declaration of policy that the major goal 
of this policy would be the achievement of Austria’s full 
sovereignty and freedom. 

‘*The conditions stipulated by the occupation powers for 
the attainment of this goal have been fully met by both the 
Govemment and the people. On two separate occasions al- 
ready, the Austrian people have nominated their highest 
legislative representatives in free and democratic elections, 
and in 1951 they appointed their Chief of State in a like 
manner. 

‘*With admirable discipline, which has earned the recog- 
nition of the entire world, the Austrian people have bome un- 
told privations for seven long, hard years, and have succeed- 
ed in safeguarding internal peace and order in the midst ofa 
Europe seething with political turmoil. Notwithstanding this, 
they are today still saddled with the humiliating role of hav- 
ing to live as a vassal people deprived of the right to conduct 
their own affairs according to their own free will and inde- 
pendently of foreign influence. 

‘*Although a number of nations, which joined the war 
against the Allies on the side of National-Socialist Germany 
of their own free will, have long since received their peace 
treaties, the country which was first (in 1938) to become a 
victim of National-Socialist aggression must still wait for 
recognition as a free state. Austria is the only country in 
Europe in which the flags and emblems of the four occupa- 
tion powers still bear testimony to her lack of independence 
and sovereignty. 

‘*In spite of 258 meetings at which negotiations were con- 
ducted for the conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty, it has 
not yet been possible to reach an agreement between the 
negotiating powers. All sides admit that the differences 
which still persisted when the negotiations were broken off 
were of a very minor nature. The Austrian people would have 


been eager to see an agreement reached although they fully 
realized that heavy financial sacrifices would have been con- 
nected therewith. Unfortunately, this desire to reach an 
agreement did not prevail everywhere. As a result, the occu- 
pation has been continuing in force and has so far cost us” 
approximately half the total amount of our notes in circula- 
tion. In any case, it has cost us far more than the sum of 
$150,000,000 stipulated in the Treaty draft as the cash 
settlement for plants, real estate and rural properties which, 
to a large extent, have been incorrectly classified as ‘Ger- 
man assets’. 

‘‘The Austrian people are politically sufficiently sensi- 
tive to these developments to realize that it is to considera- 
tions of pure power politics that justice has had to yield. 
But the shoulders of the Austrian people are not broad enough 
to continue to bear the burden of the material consequences 
engendered by this state of affairs. Austria’s sense of 
firmly rejects the notion that intemational conflicts can be 
resolved at the expense of her people, who have but one 
wish: to be allowed to work in peace in their own free and 
undivided land. I stress the word ‘undivided’ advisedly. For 
a Treaty which were to fail to restore Austria to her January 
1, 1938, status or which were to deny her Government full 
sovereignty rights over the entire federal territory would be 
wholly unacceptable to us. It is for this reason, too, that as 
far as we are concerned any separate treaties are out of the 
question, fully realizing as we do that any such treaties 
would jeopardize our aims and would, sooner or later, en- 
danger our country. 

‘From this Parliamentary forum I call forth to the world: 
Put an end to this shameful situation in Austria, free this 
small, hard-working and spirited Austrian nation from its 
bondage and restore its liberty! Here, on Austrian soil, you 
have the unique opportunity of giving factual substance to 
the repeated protestations on behalf of peace. But do this, 
you leaders of the world, and Austria will show you in its 
future policy that she has no other wish than to livein peace 
and friendship with all peoples of good will.’’ 


Foreign Minister Gruber’s Statement 


Dr. Karl Gruber then took the floor to deliver an important 
foreign policy statement, the substance of which follows: 

‘‘Foreign Minister Vishinsky affixed his signature to 
the Paris Protocol of June, 1949, according to which it was 
agreed that the State Treaty would be concluded promptly 
once Soviet demands on Austria were met. 

‘‘Those who from the very start had been skeptical about 
Soviet assurances, were again proved to have been right. 
We have repeatedly endeavored to counteract this pessimism 
because agreements should under no circumstances be de- 
preciated by pessimistic reactions, even at the risk of being 
repudiated by subsequent developments. Thus, to a certain 
extent, we have become the victims of our faith in Soviet 
foreign policy. 

‘‘I am fully aware of the fact that the postwar worl may 
be standing at the crossroads today. No thought is further 
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from our mind than to cause any difficulty or to pour oil on 
the fire in this new phase of international relations. Of 
course, the question arises as to whether the policy hereto- 
fore pursued is really in the interest of the Soviet Union. 

‘‘Let us assume that the State Treaty would have been 
concluded in 1949, and that, instead of the adventure in Ko- 
rea, the world would have witnessed an agreement with re- 
gard to the evacuation of our country. Then, the United 
States would perhaps be spending only 16 billion for rearma- 
ment today. And there would probably never have been any 
talk of German rearmament. The incentive for the German 
people to make an energetic attempt at the unification of 
Germany might very well have been overwhelming. Above 
all, there would today be a broad segment of world cpinion 
which would support with optimism a continuation of nego- 
tiations between the Big Powers. 

‘‘If we compare these possible and probable develop- 
ments with those which have actually taken place, the ques- 
tion naturally arises as to whether a timely and fundamental 
revision of Soviet foreign policy would not have brought it 
greater advantages in connection with the consolidation of 
Soviet successes which the achievements of the Red Amy 
have earned for Russia. 

‘It is undeniable that in the last war the Soviet Union 
has made heavy sacrifices. But she has also derived the 
greatest advantages from the victory. If we ponder the fact 
that for a long time Great Britain fought the war all alone 
and sacrificed her entire financial reserves, :without gain- 
ing anything concrete in retum, it becomes particularly evi- 
dent how disparately the successes of the war have fallen 
upon the various nations that had fought it. 

‘‘After the end of the war there were quite a number of 
people in the West, too, who tried to convince everyone that 
there was justification for the desire of Soviet foreign policy 
to establish a glacis of so-called ‘friendly’ Governments. 
Today, of course, there is no longer any talk of such a gla- 
cis. Those nations which form the glacis are now part and 
parcel of the Eastem system of alliance. Today, there is 
already talk of a new glacis of neutral states in Central 
Europe. 

‘*Permit me again to compare this program with the ac- 
tual situation. The policy of neutrality so warmly recommen- 
ded to us in this connection has, first of all, a political 
aspect of international importance, namely in that its purpose 
is to create a sort of buffer area between two worlds. Con- 
sidered from this point of view, every reasonable person 
would have to be of the opinion that a neutral Czechoslova- 
kia would be just as useful as a neutral Austria. But the 
Communist propagandists would create quite an uproar were 
one to demand that Czechoslovakia be compelled to give up 
its eastem orientation and join a neutral zone of states in 
Europe. This fact is of great significance because it shows 
that the Communists do not intend that such a policy of neu- 
trality be a stabilizing factor in a fair balance of power or in 
a system serving the interests of peace, but rather that it 
function as a Trojan horse by means of which the mule of 
‘popular democracy’ could be smuggled into areas that are 
still free today. 


‘‘The abridged version of the State Treaty draft- which I 
would prefer to characterize as an Evacuation Protocol - of- 
fers a basis of negotiation which disentangles the Austrian 
problem from the confusion of unsolved secondary issues. 
It has become fairly clear today that only general political 
conditions, as they arise from the progressive development 
of the world situation, .can induce the Soviet Union to agree 
with the other occupation powers in putting an end to the oc- 
cupation of the country, which is an affront to all moral prin- 
ciples of international law. 

| ‘Obviously, we are not yet in a position today to deter- 
mine the price which will be regarded as appropriate compen- 
sation for the evacuation of the country at the time the Treaty 
is signed. This question will be up to Parliament to decide, 
with all the factors inherent in the international situation at 
that time being taken into due consideration. 

‘In any case, the new Treaty draft proposed by the West- 
em Powersis aninstrumentof negotiations which appears to be 
apt to restore our freedom of action. This Treaty draft does 
not represent dictated terms, but merely a basis for negotia- 
tion. The Soviet Union has been invited to submit positive 
and concrete proposals. We have no way of knowing whether 
or when Russia will embark upon a policy of real agreement. 

‘*The East may consider it clever diplomacy to place 
concessions, once obtained, in cold storage and then reserve 
itself the right to determine at what point it will live up to 
its end of the agreement. This is a position which we can- 
not accept, for concessions and counter-concessions must be 
made at one and the same time, unless, of course, a special 
understanding to the contrary is reached beforehand. The 
longer the occupation lasts, the bigger will be the claim un- 
der the entry ‘Spoliation of our Country’ in the final ac- 
counting. A Treaty draft with a unilateral acceptance of con- 
cessions must not become the millstone around our necks,’’ 
Dr. Gruber concluded. 


Socialist Deputy: ‘‘Give Austria Her Sovereignty!’’ 


Dr. Emst Koref, .a leading Socialist Member of Parliament , 
then took the floor to say: ‘‘The terms ‘Eastern Austria’ and 
‘Westem Austria’ simply do not exist in the hearts and minds 
of the Austrian people. Austria is an inseparable whole. The 
country would never put up with the present zonal partitions. 
Our struggle for the preservation of our territorial unity and 
for the restoration of our freedom stands the entire world in 
good stead. We take our’stand where it counts, in the defen- 
se of democracy and liberty and in the preservation of West- 
ern civilization. We demand our independence, and it will 
be well for the Great Powers, and especially the Soviet 
Union, to heed our appeal. Those who fail to heed it will 
bear a great burden of responsibility before the forum of his- 
tory, and what is equally important, will stand disgraced for 
having forsaken an old civilized nation in an unbearable situ- 
ation. The promise made in the Moscow Declaration impa- 
tiently awaits a fulfillment that is long overdue. The offer 
of a Peace Treaty for Germany would remain a farce if no 
evidence were immediately forthcoming of the desire to res- 
tore full sovereignty rights to our little country as well.’’ 
Thereafter, Deputy Herbert Kraus, Party Chairman ofthe League 
of Independents, also spoke on behalf of the resolution. 
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AUSTRIAN PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES DEMAND FREE- 
DOM FOR AUSTRIA, Following the example of the national 
Parliament which met early in April to adopt a resolution de- 
manding the restoration of the country’s full independence, 
the Austrian provincial legislatures also met in extraordinary 
sessions toexpress the Austrian people’s desire for freedom. 

Speaking to the Vienna Assembly, Deputy Mayor Honay 
said: ‘‘The world should not entertain the idea that Austria 
has grown accustomed to her present status; the world should 
know that international injustice is being perpertrated here 
against a peaceful andpeace-loving people. The worldshould 
heed the voice of Vienna, a voice which has often spoken to 
it in the language of art but one which has also sounded the 
tocsin of the struggle for freedom, and which now joins with 
the voices from all other parts of the country in the appeal: 
‘Do not disregard our right, set us free!’’’ 

State Assembly President Sassmann spoke for the pro- 
vincial deputies of Lower Austria when he said: ‘‘The return 
of Austria into the community of free nations will finally her- 
ald the approaching day of the restoration of peace, which all 
nations and areas of the inhabited world so fervently desire. 
That is why we appeal to the powerful of the earth: ‘Give 
Austria complete freedom and you will be doing yourself a 
service!’’’ 

At themeeting of the Upper Austrian legislature Governor 
Gleissner declared: ‘‘A treaty which embodies the danger of 
of apartition of Austria is out of the question. Our land can- 
not be partitioned, ‘either territorially or intrinsically. It 
cannot be divorced from its history as a unified nation nor 
from the spiritual forces which have fashioned this history. 
We therefore acknowledge an indivisable, common Austrian 
— .» 

Dr. Klaus, Provincial Governor of Salzburg, likewise em- 
phasized the indivisibility and unity of Austria which he said 
was worth every sacrifice. 

The state legislature of Styria unanimously adopted a re- 
solution in which the Assembly demanded on behalf of the 
entire population of Styria that the freedom and independence 
which the Govemments of the occupying powers had already 
solemnly promised Austria in the Moscow Declaration be 
granted. 

A similar resolution was adopted by the legislature of the 
Tyrol after a speech by Governor Grauss. The resolution was 
jointly introduced by all parties in the Assembly. 

In the Vorarlberg legislature, ‘where Assembly President 
Dr. Feuerstein delivered the main address, a resolution was 
unanimously adopted containing an appeal to the occupying 
powers to withdraw their troops from Austria at once, and to 
recognize the unlimited sovereignty of the country, not only 
pursuant to the principles of justice and to the solemn pro- 
mises given, but also in the interest of Austria’s reconstruc- 
tion and the establishment of real peace in the world. 

In Carinthia, the provincial legislature adopted a similar 
resolution after having heard a report by Governor Wedenig. 

Governor Karall spoke to a special session of the Burgen- 
land legislature, which unanimously adopted a resolution re- 
questing the.F'ederal Government to make-every effortto obtain 
for Austria the eagerly desiredrestoration of her independence. 


IMPRESSIVE PRODUCTION RECORDS OF AUSTRIA’S 
NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES. Austria’s nationalized in- 
dustries chalked up some impressive production records in 
1951 as the following increases over the 1937 figures indi- 
cate: Pig iron production increased from 381,000 to 1,041, 
000 tons; that of natural steel from 590,000 to 980,000 tons; 
that of lead from 5,978 to 9,712 tons; that of copper from 
1,860 to 6,414 tons; that of aluminum from 0 to 21,324 tons; 
that of electric power from 1,817 to 5,653 million KWH; and 
that of lignite from 2,810,000 to 4,590,000 tons. 

The present standard of living can be maintained after 
the discontinuance of foreign aid if, above all, Austria in- 
creases her industrial and agricultural productivity, accord- 
ing to official reports. If labor, capital, equipment and 
materials are to contribute to such an increase in produc- 
tivity in the most economical and effective manner possible, 
Austria will not only have to adoptefficient mining and manu- 
facturing methods,but also maintain a high degree of indus- 
trial peace which, in tum, will promote labor morale and 
business initiative. 

As far as the nationalized industries are concerned, the 
downward trend of prices and the stability in the wage struc- 
ture indicate that further production increases may be 
expected. 


AUSTRIA PLANNING TO JOIN EUROPEAN AGRARIAN 
UNION. At the preparatory Paris conference for the estab- 
lishment of a ‘‘green pool’’(Pflimlin Plan or Agrarian Union), 
which was attended by representatives from 16 European 
countries, Austria’s Minister of Agriculture, Franz Thoma, 
made the following statement: 

‘*As the easternmost of the countries that have been in- 
vited to this conference, Austria is convinced - not only on 
the strength of past experience but also on the basis of 
present-day considerations - that Europe’s economy will be 
able to subsist only if, in the course of future decades, supra- 
national cooperation can succeed in coordinating industrial 
and agricultural requirements not on the basis of unproduc- 
tive competition but on the basis of productive cooperation. 
Austria is quick to recognize the value of any initiative in 
this field, and therefore welcomes the plan worked out by the 
French Government for the establishment of a common organi- 
zation to plan the development of leading agrarian markets.’’ 

Mr. Thoma went on to say that more than 75% of Austria’s 
437,594 individual aericulbiral holdings consisted of small 
and medium-sized farms. ‘‘This situation,’’ he continued, : 
‘fand the shortage of operating capital on Austrian farms, 
some of which are being operated in mountainous areas under 
unfavorable conditions, as well as the limited financial as- 
sistance available to them, would appear to indicate the 
desirability of adopting the planned changes gradually and 
with extreme caution. 

‘‘Austria welcomes the gradual conversion to a system of 
extensive agriculture and feels that as a first step it would 
be feasible to discuss joint markets for wheat, milk and dairy 
products, sugar, ‘wood and wood products. A final decision 
with regard to these matters will be possible only when, as a 
result of mutual deliberations, ‘sufficient data are available 
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on the projected program of the central organizations and on 
their individual function, installations and the like.’’ 

Minister Thoma closed with the assurance that Austria 
was prepared to collaborate fully in this work. 


REDS STORM GREEK LEGATION IN VIENNA. On March 31, 
1952, Communist groups staged a demonstration at the Greek 
Legation, located in the Soviet sector of Vienna, and subse- 
quently broke into the building, with resultant heavy damage 
to the premises. Defying the order of the Soviet commandant 
in Vienna, the Austrian Minister of the Interior ordered police 
from other sectors rushed to the protection of the legation. 

A week later, on April 6, a memorandum signed by nearly 
all the chiefs of mission of the accredited foreign legations 
and embassies in Viennawas submitted to the Austrian Fede- 
ral Government, calling attention to the regrettable incidents 
which had taken place at the Greek Legation and requesting 
the Government to make known what measures it had prepared 
to take under all circumstances to assure the extraterritori- 
ality of the foreign missions and the immunity of diplomatic 
personnel under international law. As a result of the Greek 
Legation incident and the memorandum received, the Austrian 
Federal Government took the occasion to forward to the Al- 
lied Council a request that it adopt appropriate measures 
enabling the Austrian executive authorities henceforth to 
take action against disturbers of the peace without inter- 
ference and in a manner beseeming its function. 


AUSTRIANS PROTEST PERSONAL QUESTIONNAIRES BY 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES. In a recent letter addressed to the 
Soviet High Commissioner, Chancellor Leopold Figl re- 
quested that local Russian authorities be instructed to dis- 
continue the practiceof requiringthat Austrian public servants 
fill out personal questionnaires. The Chancellor made known 
that the district administrators of Hollabrunn and Tulln, in 
Lower Austria, as well as the municipal, postal and judicial 
officials of Schwechat hadbeen called upon by the local Rus- 
sian military commanders to fill out such questionnaires, in 
which they were required to stipulate name, age, occupation, 
address, whether they had ever been members of the Nazi 
party, and their present party adherence. In connection with 
this matter, the Austrian Cabinetdeclared that such a request 
on the part of the occupying power could not be complied 
with, inasmuch as a purely domestic matter was involved, 
and that there was no justification whatsoever for such a re- 
quest in the Control Agreement. 


DR. KERSCHAGL SPEAKS ON AUSTRIA’S ECONOMIC 
PROSPECTS. Dr. Richard Kerschagl, Professor of Economics 
at the University of Vienna and Fulbright Professor at 
Georgetown University, gave a lecture at a luncheon meeting 
of the United States-Austrian Chamber of Commerce on March 
31, 1952. He spoke on ‘‘Austria’s Economic Development 
after the End of the Marshall Plan’’, in connection with which 
he had this to say: ‘‘The Western powers should guarantee 
Austria and other countries in the same position certain ad- 
ditional export quotas as compensation for former markets lost 


behind the Iron Curtain, as a consequence of the cold war. 
An ‘emergency clause’, similar to the so-called ‘neighbor 
clause’, should make it possible to grant certain countries 
additional tarriff reductions for imports during a limited pe- 
riod, notwithstanding the ‘most favored nation clause’. 
Special Western loans and investments should place Austria 
in the position to build hydroelectric power stations and ho- 
tels for the foreign tourist trade at a more rapid pace than 
heretofore. Capital investments and interest payments, :as 
well as the convertibility of such investments, could be 
easily guaranteed by the export of electricity, inasmuch as a 
perfect network for the transport of electric power already 
exists from Oslo to Sicily and from Vienna to Brussels, and 
since electricity is the best standard of value, perhaps bet- 
ter than gold.’’ 

From 1928 to 1938 Prof. Kerschagl was Professor of 
Economic Policy at the Foreign Service Academy in Vienna, 
in 1945 he was appointed head of the Departmént of Political 
Economy at the Vienna Institute of Commerce; from 1947 to 
1949 he was President of the Institute of Commerce; and 
from 1949 to 1951 Vice President of that institution. 


AUSTRIAN POWER STATIONS REQUIRE ANNUAL INVEST. 
MENTS OF ONE BILLION SCHILLINGS. A recent report of 
the Board of Directors of the Oesterreichische Elektrizitaets 
A.G. (the Austrian electric power combine) reveals that by 
the end of 1951 the corporation had made capital plant invest 
ments totalling 313,650,000 schillings. The 1952 investment 
requirements amount to 131,760,000 schillings. If the invest- 
ment requirements of the Braunau-am-Inn and Jochenstein 
stations as well as of the TIWA’s (Tiroler Wasserwerke) 
Duerrach transfer station are added to the above figure, the 
total investment requirement for 1952 comes to 1,068,600,000 
schillings. The investment requirements of the electric- 
power generating facilities now under construction are esti- 
mated at 947,400,000 schillings for 1953. To complete all 
these, installations an additional 1,216,200,000 schillings 
will be needed after 1954, ‘although this amount is to be 
spread out over several years inasmuch as a longer period of 
construction is scheduled for the power stations which will 
not yet have been completed by then (namely, the Reisseck- 
Kreuzeck and Jochenstein stations). When completed, these 
stations will have an annual output of 933,000 KW with a 
productive capacity of 3,400,000,000 KWH. Their net asset 
value will be 5.7 billion schillings, although their capital 
investment value will be 8.6 billion. 


AUSTRIA HAS SPENT 875,000,000 SCHILLINGS FOR CARE 
OF REFUGEES. On the occasion of a meeting of representa 
tives from various Austrian voluntary refugee relief organiza- 
tions, recently held in Vienna, Minister of the Interior Helmer 
recalled that to date Austria has spent 875,000,000 schillings 
for refugee relief. One of the accomplishments was to place 
ethnic Germans on the same footing as Austrian citizens as 
far as equal employment opportunity is concerned. Moreover, 
the Government had included the ethnic Germans under the 
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provisions whereby assistance is extended to the victims of 
war. In the federal provinces, these people were now receiv- 
ing the same social-welfare aid as Austrian nationals. Minis- 
ter Helmer also said that more than 200,000 ethnic Germans 
had been granted Austrian citizenship since the war. Austria 
had literally spent millions to finance the transportation of 
ethnic Germans to the United States. In closing, the Minister 
mentioned Austria’s adherence to the Geneva Refugee Con- 
vention, which regulates the legal status of refugees, ana 

assured the voluntary relief organizations of his continued 
support. 


SHIPBUILDING AT AUSTRIA’S ONLY SHIPYARD. At the 
‘‘Linzer Schiffswerft’’ in Linz, Upper Austria (US Zone), the 
only shipyard left to Austria after 1945, a total of 59 ships - 
including screw-propelled and paddle-wheel steamers, motor- 
ships, barges, tankers, ferryboats, pontoons, motorboats and 
dredgers - have been built since the end of the war. Eleven 
ships, including seven modern 1,000-ton barges, two tugs and 
two shallow-draft steamers, were built on orders from the 
Austrian State Shipping Authority. By building these new 
ships and repairing old ones, the Linz shipyard has managed 
to bring Austria’s Danube fleet up to a total of 17 tugs and 
129 barges which are now being used almost exclusively be- 
tween Linz and Regensburg, Bavaria. Before the war Aus- 
tria had a fleet of 46 tugs and 373 barges. By the end of the 
war, it had lost 70% of its ships and the remainder were so 
badly damaged that only six barges were fit for service. 


EXPANSION OF AUSTRIA'S PHARMACEUTICAL INDUS- 
TRY. The number of pharmaceutical companies in Austria 
has increased from 40 in 1945 to 120 in 1952. These firms 
are now doing an annual gross business of about 110,000,000 
schillings, or three times the volume of business they did be- 
fore the war. In 1938 Austria had to import about 75% of the 
drugs needed for domestic consumption; almost all of these 
imports came from Germany. Today, the situation is reversed 
in that some 75% of all drug requirements are being met from 
the domestic production of pharmaceuticals. Present-day 
imports consist chiefly of chemical raw materials and dye 
products which the Austrian pharmaceutical industry uses 
as primary materials. 


AUSTRO-GERMAN TRADE AGREEMENT CONCLUDED. In 
Mid-March, the mixed Austro-German trade commission, which 
had been meeting in Bonn, Germany, signed a protocol gover- 
ning the volume of trade between Austria and the West Ger- 
man Federal Republic for the period from January 1, 1952 to 
February 28, 1953. Taking into account the agreed commod- 
ity lists andthe presumable extent of liberalized West German 
imports, ‘the value of the total exchange of goods may be 
expected to reach about $220,000,000. Under the agreement, 
Austria’s main imports will consist of coal, ‘iron and steel, 
machinery, ‘chemical products, textiles, vehicles and elec- 
trical apparatus. Austria’s exports to Germany will primarily 
include iron and steel, lumber, wood products, :.wood pulp, 


paper and stationery supplies, magnesite brick, textiles and 
vehicles. 


WOOD RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO BE ESTABLISHED IN 
VIENNA. The Federal Chancellery recently decided that the 
funds made available by the ECA Mission in Austria for wood 
research will be used for the establishment of a wood re- 
search institute in Vienna. To that end, the Ministry of 
Trade has set aside an existing building as well as the 
ground plot for the construction of annexes and additional 
structures. This Ministry has been charged with the plan- 
ning and supervision of the new Institute. The City of Vien- 
na, the Chamber of Trade and Industry and the Chambers of 
Agriculture of Lower Austria and Vienna have also contribu- 
ted appreciable sums for the project. 


AUSTRIAN SAVES AFGHANISTAN'S FORESTS. Rudolf 
Dueckelmann, expert on tropical forests, has recently returned 
to Austria from Afghanistan, where he has been engaged by 
the government since 1948 in working out a program to pre- 
serve that country’s timber resources. 


REPORT ON AUSTRIAN GENDARMERIE ACTIVITIES IN 
1951. The annual report of the Austrian Federal Gendarmerie, 
which has just been released, indicates that in 1951 the 
corps achieved considerable success in its unceasing efforts 
to combat crime. Seven gendarmes were killed in the line of 
duty and 43 were seriously injured. This brings the total 
number of gendarmes who have been killed since 1945 to 107 
During the past year the gendarmerie prepared for prosecution 
a total of 83,156 cases ranging from major crimes to minor 
violations, in connection with which they carried out 10,709 
arrests. Moreover, 114,626 cases were handled at the re- 
quest of the courts and an additional 687,494 at the request 
of the administrative authorities. The gendarmerie was also 
called in on 110,105 civil cases and was involved in 14,978 
accident cases. In 1951 it brought 227,359 separate charges, 
as a result of which fines and money penalties were imposed 
which netted 1,850,312 schillings. The total amount of prop- 
erty, assets and funds secured through gendamierie action 
amounted to some 14,000,000 schillings. In all, the gendar- 
rierie prepared 4,034,230 files and reports. During the past 
year the Austrian Federal Gendarmerie continued to receive 
intensive training in advanced and specialized courses. An 
interesting sidelight of the corps’ activity were the 278 cases 
in which police dogs were engaged; in 67 of these the dogs 
played a decisive part. The animals were also directly res- 
ponsible for the detection of 113,098 schillings’ worth of 
stolen property. The special investigation units established 
at the various provincial gendarmerie headquarters did excel- 
lent work both in connection with criminal cases and routine 
police assignments. 


BRIEF SURVEY OF AUSTRIA’S SECONDARY SCHOOL 
SYSTEM. At the start of the 1951-52 school year Austria 
had a total of 169 secondary schools. To these was recently 
added a reconstructed secondary school in Lambach. During 
the 1951-52 academic year the number of secondary school 
students totalled 61,539, an increase of 6,391 (or 12%) over 
the previous year. Registration figures for the 1950-51 
school year were 13% below the 1937-38 figures, but the 
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1951-52 registrations were only 3% below the prewar total. 
The following table indicates the number of federal and pri- 
vate secondary schools as well as the corresponding regis- 
tration figures during the period under consideration for each 
of Austria’s nine federal provinces: 








Federal Secondary Schools Total Registrations at 
Province Public Private Public Private 
Schools Schools 
Vienna 35 10 23,735 2,635 
Lower Austria 24 5 6,301 956 
Upper Austria 13 7 6,117 1,566 
Salzburg 3 3 2,002 599 
Styria 17 5 7,553 957 
Carinthia 6 1 2,822 257 
Tyrol 6 4 2,587 814 
Vorarlberg 5 2 1,349 335 
Burgenland _3 -2 954 --- 
TOTAL 132 37 53,420 8,119 


for Austria: 





Attendance at the ‘‘Gymnasia’’, which before World War I was 
higher than attendance at any other type of secondary school, 
constantly decreased during the First Republic. Although 
Gymnasium attendance showed a slight upward trend after 
World War II, registration figures continued to remain below 
the 1937-38 level. On the other hand, attendance at the 
‘‘Realgymnasia’’ has reflected a steady increase during the 
last few decades. 

The proportion of girls attending secondary schools has 
risen sharply during the past forty years, as the following 
percentage figures indicate: 


1931-32 1937-38 


1946-47 1951-92 


12% 16% 32% 30% 36% 36% 


Of the total number of secondary school students only 
623, or 1%, were native to some other language than German, 
and 2,251 of the students, or 4%, were of foreign nationality. 
Their religious affiliation is reflected by the following per- 
centages: 84% Roman Catholic, 12% Protestant, 1% Old Ro- 
man Catholic, and 3% without religious affiliation. 

Editor’s Note: In Austria, as well as elsewhere in con- 
tinental Europe, the “Gymnasium” is a secondary school 
preparing students for the university. The “Realgymnasium“ 
is a secondary school in which no Greek is taught and much 
attention is given to the sciences. 


THE VIENNA THEATRES. Josef Gielen, Director of the 
Vienna Burgtheater, has prepared a new production of Schi- 
ler’s “Wallenstein” with Werner Kraus in the title role. The 
premiére was held on March 28, :1952. This production is to 
be followed early in May by a revival of Henrik Ibsen’s “Peer 
Gynt“, under the direction of Leopold Lindtberg, the Vienne- 
se producer now living in Switzerland. On March 29, the 
German version of the comedy ‘‘The Moon is Blue’’(‘‘Wol- 
ken sind ueberall’’) by the English author Hugh Herbert was 
given it’s first performance at the Akademietheater. The 


leading parts are played by Annemarie Dueringer, Alexander 
Trojan and Ulrich Bettac, who also directs the play. At the 

end of April the Akademietheater intends to present ‘The 

Sea Gull’’by Anton Chekhov with Kaethe Gold and Maria Eis 

in the leading parts. The Theater in der Josefstadt’s next 

premiere will be ‘‘Johnny Belinda’’ by Elmar Harris with the 
Viennese actress Hilde Krahl who recently scored a great 
success in the same role in Hamburg. The world premiere 
of the comedy ‘‘Raeubergeschichte’’ by the Austrian author 
Edmund Wolf, now living in London, was recently held at the 
‘‘Kammerspiele’’ of the Theater in der Josefstadt. The lead- 
ing parts were played by Anton Edthofer and Dagney Servaes. 
Another new production presented by the company of the 
Theater in der Josefstadt at the Buergertheater will be Eric 
Charell’s musical comedy ‘‘Fireworks’’(‘‘Feuerwerk’’) which 
was originally produced by Charell himself at the Théatre 
Marigny in Paris. There will also be premieres at Vienna’s 
three small avant-garde theatres. The ‘‘Theater am Park- 
ring’, whose recent performance of ‘‘Gottes Utopia’’ by Ste- 
fan Andres was the sensation of the Vienna theatre season, 
is planning a production of the drama ‘‘Unbewohntes Eiland‘‘ 
(‘‘Uninhabited Island’’) by the Dutch author August Defresne. 
In addition this group has started rehearsing Molié@re’s ‘‘Tar- 
tuffe’’. On March 21, the ‘‘Kleine Theater im Konzerthaus’ 
began a revival of ‘‘Die Hose’’(‘‘The Bloomers’’), a comedy 
by Karl Sternheim. On March 22, the first performance of the 
drama ‘‘Die enge Gasse’’(‘‘The Narrow Street’’) by the Vien- 
nese author Franz Hiesel was held at the ‘“Theater der Cou- 
rage”. Hiesel is a young streetcar conductor who has al- 
ready won two literary prizes. The Vienna State Opera open- 
ed its season with a performance of ‘‘The Rake’s Progress”’ 
by Igor Stravinsky, under the direction of Clemens Krauss. 


ALFRED FARAU LECTURES AT AUSTRIAN INSTITUTE 

IN NEW YORK. On April 3, 1952, Alfred Farau delivered a 
lecture at the Austrian Institute in New York on the subject 
of the great Viennese poet Ferdinand Raimund. Mr. Farau 

described the character of the poet and read excerpts from 

Raimund’s most famous plays, ‘‘Bauer als Millionar,’’ ‘‘Al- 
penkonig und Menschenfeind’’ and ‘‘Verschwender’’. Mr. 

Farau, a member of the New York Academy of Sciences, is 
regarded as one of the leading authorities on Austrian litera- 
ture and psychology. The Austrian Institute plans to invite 
Mr. Farau to give three consecutive lectures this fall on 

Nestroy, Grillparzer and probably Stifter. 

FIRST AUSTRIAN RADIO OPERA. ‘‘John Maynard’’, the 
first Austrian short opera especially written for radio, was 
broadcast by the Red-White-Red network in Vienna on March 

8, 1952. The music was composed by Otto Walter and the li- 
bretto, which is based on the ballad ‘‘John Maynard’’ by the 
German poet Theodor Fontane (1819-1898), was written by 

Hans Herbert. The ballad tells the dramatic story of John 
Maynard, the helmsman who held on to the wheel of his bum- 
ing ship on its way to Buffalo across Lake Erie and saved 
the passengers by sacrificing his own life. Among the cast 
of the first performance were Alfred Jerger (bass), Julius 
Patzal (tenor) and Alfred P6ll (baritone), all from the Vienna 
State Opera. 
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DOCUMENTARY FILM TO FEATURE AUSTRIA'S ARTISTS. 
Under the title ‘*Meister der Gegenwart’’(Contemporary Mas- 
ters), the ‘‘Austria Wochenschau”’ newsreel company is pro- 
ducing a documentary film showing a number of Austria’s 
leading artists at work. The artists who are being filmedare 
the sculptor Fritz Wotruba, the painter Herbert Béckl, the de- 
signer and engraver Alfred Kubin and the architects Josef 
Hoffmannand Clemens Holzmeister. Finally, the documentary 
will include a brief screen history of the Vienna Philharmonic, 
including shots of a concert conducted by Clemens Krauss. 
The film is directed by Carl Ziegelmayer, who has made a 
number of remarkable Austrian documentary films. 
AUSTRIA'S BOOK EXPORTS. It was recently announced at 
a general meeting of the Austrian Book Sellers’ Association 
that Austrian book exports in 1951 had reached a value of 
65,000,000schillings,whichrepresents an increase of 39% over 
the previous year. Most of the books exported by Austria 
went to Germany. In spite of certain restrictions, the value 
of book exports to that country increased by 1,500,000 DM 
(9,000,000 schillings) as compared to the previous year. Dur- 
ing the same period the importation of books from Germany 
was also considerably increased. Austria’s book trade with 
Switzerland is expected to pass the million mark this year. 
Barter transactions with Spain, which have been interrupted 
for a year, are expected to be resumed in the near future. 
The meeting was also told that UNESCO’s Book-Coupon 
Program, ‘soon to be introduced in Austria, will open up new 
prospects for the exchange of books with other countries. 


AUSTRIAN NOVEL SELLS 150,000 COPIES. A new edi- 
tion (151,000 - 158,000) of the novel “Schicksalssymphonie“ 
by the well-known Viennese author Friedrich Schreyvogel 
(born in 1899), of which 150,000 copies were sold during the 
last ten years,.-has just come out. The novel tells the story 
of an Austrian family between the years 1878 to 1914: “Der 
Friedlaender“, another historical novel by the same author 
which deals with the life of Wallenstein, Duke of Friedland 
and one of the leading figures of the Thirty Years’ War, has 
sold 35,000 copies. Most of Schreyvogel’s novels and plays 
deal with typically Austrian themes. His comedy “Die kluge 
Wienerin“’, at present on the Vienna Akademietheater’s pro- 
gram, has been performed altogether more than 1000 times 
at some 100 theatres. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


THE WORLD PREMIERE OF RICHARD STRAUSS’ “‘DIE 
LIEBE DER DANAE" AT SALZBURG FESTIVAL. The 
world premiere of ‘‘Die Liebe der Danae’’, Richard Strauss’ 
last opera, will be given at this year’s Salzburg Festival on 
August 14, 1952. The production will be conducted by Cle- 
mens Krauss and directed by Rudolf Hartmann; it is to be 
staged by Emil Pretorius. The leading female parts will be 
sung by Annelies Kupper, Dorothea Siebert and Maureen Spring- 
er, and the part of Jupiter alternately by Paul Schoeffler 
and Alfred Poell. rz 
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